Eicosanoids: a short review.
The biochemical reactions leading to the formation of eicosanoid compounds are reviewed. Arachidonic acid and similar homologous polyunsaturated acids are shown to be important precursors of these compounds. The partitioning of precursors between the cyclo-oxygenase and lipoxygenase enzyme systems leads to the prostanoid/thromboxane/prostacyclin and leukotriene families groups are reviewed. The mechanism of action of the prostacyclin group is briefly discussed.